Property: Number: No 57 Cancellation Book
Property Number: 102 No 102; not displayed on shop front
Modern Sally Breen Lived Here — Now the EBS Building Society
Property Modern Shop Shop (2018)
Modern: Name
EBS Building

Society




Property Previous Shop | Previously: Residence for Byrnes

Previous: Names Previously: Residence for Breens
Previously: Commercial Premises

Landlord Time Period Occupier Further Details

from the




Cancellation
Book

15t Occupier 1853 - 1860 | Edward

LL= William Webb

B Goodison

2" Occupier 1868 Edward

LL= William Webb

B Goodison

3rd Occupier 1869-1873 Edward Webb,
LL= Agnes then Laurence
Goodison Byrne 1873
4% Occupier 1874-1881 | Laurence

LL = Agnes Byrne
Goodison

5t Occupier | 1882-1891 | Llaurence

LL = Richard Byrne

S Goodison




6t Occupier 1892-1898 Laurence

LL= Richard Byrne

S Goodison

7t Occupier 1899-1904 Laurence

LL= Richard Byrne

S Goodison

8t Occupier 1905-1915 Laurence

LL= Richard Byrne, then

S Goodison changes in
1908 to Eliza.
Then to
Dennis Byrne
in 1912

9th Occupier 1916-1930 Denis Byrne

LL = Richard

S Goodison

10t 1931-1941 Denis Byrne | Goodison lived in Carnew.

Occupier

LL = Richard

S Goodison

11th 1942-1983 Denis Byrne Fr James Breen 1917-1970

Occupier then John

Lived here with his sister Sally before going overseas




LL= Breen, then with the missions, See notes below
E d Sally B
smonae Sty breen Sally Breen last resident.
Estate
12th 1984-2019 EBS Building society
Occupier

The Byrne Family

The Byrne Family are recorded in the property for 1901 and 1911.
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The Breen Family

The Breen Family occupied the property in the mid-20t" century.
A son James; born in 1917 became a priest and worked on the missions in Nigeria.
In 1958 Fr Breen was gifted the town bell of Gorey which had occupied the Market House.

The bell itself was cast around 1767 in a foundry in Wigan, Lancashire, United Kingdom by Luke Ashton.



It first was hung in Bishop Ram’s Church in Market Square Gorey. It was then moved to the Market House
on main street Gorey; and was hung there until the roof was redone when it was removed due to
remodelling. The bell was donated to Fr Breen in Nigeria.

The bell is still in use today. See further information below (courtesy Liz Millar).

BREEN, Fr James 1917-1970

Bom 23 September 1917 in Gorey. Co. Wexford. Jim entered the
juniorate at Roclkwell in 1933 but had to abandon his course after
two years due to what was diagnosed as tuberculosis of the spine.
He did one year of office work but never gave up hope of being
ordained in the Congregation. and he attributed his rather
miraculous recovery to Our Lady of Knock. He was received into
the novitiate at Kilshane in 1941 and, being already 25 years of
age at his profession. he was allowed to get by with the required
five years study before being ordained in 1947. He was noted
during his years in the scholasticate for his single-minded devotion to his preparation
for the priesthood. and for his promoting of the received popular devotions. Any
parish where he did ministry was given the benefit of his dedication to these exercises
of devotion. Appointed to Nigeria he was to work for 17 wyears in the vicariate of
Onitsha. He taught at the diocesan junior seminary of Enugu and the Spiritan junior
seminary of Thiala. He also did parish work and served as procurator of the mission
which became an archdiocese in 1950. He was a familiar figure as he travelled around
on his motor cycle. rather diminutive in stature and sporting what seemed an outsized
sun-helmet - he rarely stopped for a chat. just a wave and his familiar greeting: Bless
you. Father'. It was as if he was still trying to make up for those lost early years. In

1966 he was assigned to Canada where he was chaplain of St Joseph's Hospital in
Hamilton. did promotional work at Scarborough and served as an assistant in St John's
parish in Toronto. His health. which had never been robust. began to fail again and he
died 11 June 1970 in Toronto aged 52 years. SpW77 868.



Dear Sir’s /Madam’s,

My name is Liz Millar and | am the Public Relations Officer for the North Wexford Historical Society,
Gorey, County Wexford, Ireland. Our organisation is anxious to follow up on what became of the
Gorey Bell that was brought to the Bigard Memorial Seminary Enugu in Nigeria by

Father James Breen a Catholic priest who was a native of Gorey in 1958.

The Bell we believe was cast in 1767 by Luke Ashton foundry of Wigan Lancashire United Kingdom

and was first commissioned for Bishop Ram’s Church in the Market Square Gorey

it was later hung in the Market House (Town Hall) and remained there until the building was re-roofed
in the late 1950’s when it was donated by Gorey Town Clerk Mr Tom O’Connor to Fr Breen to take back to Nigeria.
What we would like to know, is the bell still in use today, is it still in the Seminary in Enugu,

and if possible could you send me photographs by return email so as we can conclude

this small piece of history from Gorey to Nigeria.

Respectfully yours,

Liz Millar,

PRO,

NWHS.



T e (Office of the Rector)

TELEGRAM: BIGARD ENUGU
Tel: +234 810 519 1603 P. 0.Boxs27

E-mail: bagamelﬁgﬁgﬁaﬂiﬁﬁ - Enyga- Nigeria
l . October 25, 2018

Liz Millar,

Public Relation Officer,

North Wexford Historical Society,
Gorey — County Wexford,
Ireland.

Dear Liz Millar,
RE: GOREY BELL

Your e-mail dated August 21. 2018, requesting for some pieces of information about a Gorey bell
that was brought to our seminary, Bigard Memorial Seminary. Enugu by Father James Breen in
1958 when Rev. Fr. J O’Neil C.S.SP was the rector, reached us while the seminary was on
vacation.

We are happy to establish contact with the donors of such a historic monument and honoured to be
its custodians.

Bigard Memorial Seminary, Enugu started as St. Paul's Seminary. Onitsha in 1922, at the initiative
of Rt. Rev. Joseph Shanahan, the then Vicar Apostolic of the Vicariate of Southern Nigeria and
was. however. officially opened in 1924. In the course of its history, the seminary moved from
place to place but finally settled at-Enugu, as its permanent site on March 4, 1951 when it was
officially opened by the then Delegate to British East and West Africa. Archbishop David
Matthews. The name became Bigard Memorial Seminary to perpetuate the memory of two French
Jadies: mother and daughter - Stephanie and Jeanne Bigard, foundresses of the Opus Sancti Petri
Apostoli that supplied the fund for the building.

There were 25 seminarians and the eighth Kector was Fr. James O’Neill, the longest serving
Rector (1951-1965).

The seminary community has continued to grow that today we have 843 senior seminarians, 22
resident priests, 45 visiting lecturers and over 150 non-academic staff and their families.

In keeping with the promise to provide you the information you need aboui the Gorey Bcll, kindly
note the following:

1. The Gorey bell is still in use today in our seminary especially for the daily Angelus,
time for prayers etc.
2. Some Photographs of the Gorey Bell; (see attachment below).
1

Website: wwmbigmbenugnmg



The Gorey Bell is to be found on top of St Paul’s Block and the structure in front of the Gorey Bell
is one of the on-going projects in the seminary: the AVE MARIA GROTTO to commemorate the
100" Anniversary of the apparition of our Lady of Fatima. Behind St Paul’s block is the site for a
new hostel estimated to cost N150 Million.

We are very grateful to the entire Gorey Town for the donation of the bell to Fr. Breen to take back
to Nigeria.

Trusting that this documentary will aid your conclusion of this piece of history from Gorey to
Nigeria. I pray that the good LLord may continue to prosper your organization as you serve God and
humanity.

Sincerely yours,

T

Very Rev. Fr. Dr. Albert Ikpenwa
Rector




Gorey Bell in use at Bigard Seminary

Nigeria Africa 2018
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